
Reflections on the Road to 
Emmaus

Hearing the OT in the Gospels - Matthew



Jesus as Moses
• In Matthews account we see Jesus as protected from a ruler's decree

• This is recalling the birth of Moses who was protected from a ruler's decree

• Jesus was called out of Egypt

• Moses was called out of Egypt

• Jesus fasted 40 days and nights

• Moses fasted 40 days and nights while on the mountain with God

• Jesus gives Sermon on the mount

• Moses received the law on Mount Sinai



Jesus as Moses

• Ex 24:15 Then Moses went up to the mountain, and the cloud covered 
the mountain. 16 The glory of the LORD rested on Mount Sinai, and 
the cloud covered it for six days; and on the seventh day He called to 
Moses from the midst of the cloud.

• Matt 17:1 Six days later Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John 
his brother, and led them up on a high mountain by 
themselves. 2 And He was transfigured before them; and His face 
shone like the sun, and His garments became as white as 
light. 3 And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with 
Him. 4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You 
wish, I will make three tabernacles here, one for You, and one for 
Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5 While he was still speaking, a bright 
cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, 
“This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to 
Him!”
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Jesus as Moses
• Matt 7:28 When Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were 

amazed at His teaching; 29 for He was teaching them as one having 
authority, and not as their scribes.

• Matt 11:1 When Jesus had finished giving instructions to His twelve 
disciples, He departed from there to teach and preach in their cities.

• Matt 13:53 When Jesus had finished these parables, He departed from 
there.

• Matt 19:1 When Jesus had finished these words, He departed from 
Galilee and came into the region of Judea beyond the 
Jordan; 2 and large crowds followed Him, and He healed them there.

• Matt 26:1 When Jesus had finished all these words, He said to His 
disciples, 2 “You know that after two days the Passover is coming, 
and the Son of Man is to be handed over for crucifixion.”



Jesus as Moses

• Deut 31:1 So Moses went and spoke these words to all Israel.

• Deut 31:24 It came about, when Moses finished writing the words 
of this law in a book until they were complete,

• Deut 32:45 When Moses had finished speaking all these words to 
all Israel,

• Matt 26:1 When Jesus had finished all these words, 



Jesus as Moses

• Deut 31:23 Then He commissioned Joshua the son of Nun, and 
said, “Be strong and courageous, for you shall bring the sons of 
Israel into the land which I swore to them, and I will be with 
you.”

• Jos 1:7 Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do 
according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded 
you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you 
may have success wherever you go.

• Matt 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end 
of the age.”



Jesus as Moses

• Num 27:15 Then Moses spoke to the LORD, saying, 16 “May 
the LORD, the God of the spirits of all flesh, appoint a man over 
the congregation, 17 who will go out and come in before them, 
and who will lead them out and bring them in, so that the 
congregation of the LORD will not be like sheep which have no 
shepherd.”

• Matt 9:36 Seeing the people, He felt compassion for 
them, because they were distressed and dispirited like 
sheep without a shepherd.



Jesus as David’s Son

• We recall that Mark gave us hints into the identification of Jesus as the Son of 
David

• Matthew will make his comments more openly

• Matt 1:1 The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of 
David, the son of Abraham:

• Matt 1:6 Jesse was the father of David the king

• Matt 1:17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen 
generations; from David to the deportation to Babylon, fourteen 
generations; and from the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen 
generations.

• Matt 1:20 But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in 
her is of the Holy Spirit.



Jesus as David’s Son

• Matt 2:6 ‘AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH,
ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS OF JUDAH;
FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH A RULER
WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.’”

• Micah 5:2 “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
Too little to be among the clans of Judah,
From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel.
His goings forth are from long ago,
From the days of eternity.”
3 Therefore He will give them up until the time
When she who is in labor has borne a child.
Then the remainder of His brethren
Will return to the sons of Israel.
4 And He will arise and shepherd His flock
In the strength of the LORD,
In the majesty of the name of the LORD His God.

• 2 Sam 5:5 Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said, “Behold, we are your 
bone and your flesh. 2 Previously, when Saul was king over us, you were the one who led Israel out 
and in. And the LORD said to you, ‘You will shepherd My people Israel, and you will be a ruler over 
Israel.’”



Jesus as David’s Son

• Matt 9:27 As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed Him, crying 
out, “Have mercy on us, Son of David!”

• Matt 20:30 And two blind men sitting by the road, hearing that Jesus was 
passing by, cried out, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!” 31 The 
crowd sternly told them to be quiet, but they cried out all the more, 
“Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!”

• Matt 12:22 Then a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute was 
brought to Jesus, and He healed him, so that the mute man spoke and 
saw. 23 All the crowds were amazed, and were saying, “This man cannot 
be the Son of David, can he?”

• Matt 15:21 Jesus went away from there, and withdrew into the district of Tyre
and Sidon. 22 And a Canaanite woman from that region came out 
and began to cry out, saying, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my 
daughter is cruelly demon-possessed.”



Jesus as David

• 12 And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all those who 
were buying and selling in the temple, and overturned the tables 
of the money changers and the seats of those who were 
selling doves. 13 And He said to them, “It is written, ‘MY HOUSE

SHALL BE CALLED A HOUSE OF PRAYER’; but you are making it 
a ROBBERS’ DEN.” 14 And the blind and the lame came to Him in 
the temple, and He healed them. 15 But when the chief priests 
and the scribes saw the wonderful things that He had done, and 
the children who were shouting in the temple, “Hosanna to 
the Son of David,” they became indignant …



Jesus as David

• 2 Sam 5:6 Now the king and his men went to Jerusalem against the 
Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land, and they said to David, 
“You shall not come in here, but the blind and lame will turn you 
away”; thinking, “David cannot enter here.” 7 Nevertheless, 
David captured the stronghold of Zion, that is the city of 
David. 8 David said on that day, “Whoever would strike the 
Jebusites, let him reach the lame and the blind, who are hated 
by David’s soul, through the water tunnel.” Therefore they say, 
“The blind or the lame shall not come into the house.” 9 So 
David lived in the stronghold and called it the city of David. And 
David built all around from the Millo and inward. 10 David 
became greater and greater, for the LORD God of hosts was 
with him.



Jesus as Sacrifice

• Matt 27:24 When Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing, 
but rather that a riot was starting, he took water and washed his 
hands in front of the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this Man’s 
blood; see to that yourselves.” 25 And all the people said, “His 
blood shall be on us and on our children!” 26 Then he released 
Barabbas for them; but after having Jesus scourged, he handed 
Him over to be crucified.



Jesus as Sacrifice

• Deut 21:1 “If a slain person is found lying in the open country in the land which 
the LORD your God gives you to possess, and it is not known who has struck 
him, 2 then your elders and your judges shall go out and measure the distance to 
the cities which are around the slain one. 3 It shall be that the city which is nearest 
to the slain man, that is, the elders of that city, shall take a heifer of the herd, 
which has not been worked and which has not pulled in a yoke; 4 and the elders 
of that city shall bring the heifer down to a valley with running water, which has 
not been plowed or sown, and shall break the heifer’s neck there in the 
valley. 5 Then the priests, the sons of Levi, shall come near, for the LORD your 
God has chosen them to serve Him and to bless in the name of the LORD; and 
every dispute and every assault shall be settled by them. 6 All the elders of that 
city which is nearest to the slain man shall wash their hands over the heifer 
whose neck was broken in the valley; 7 and they shall answer and say, ‘Our 
hands did not shed this blood, nor did our eyes see it. 8 Forgive Your people 
Israel whom You have redeemed, O LORD, and do not place the guilt of innocent 
blood in the midst of Your people Israel.’ And the bloodguiltiness shall be forgiven 
them. 9 So you shall remove the guilt of innocent blood from your midst, when you 
do what is right in the eyes of the LORD.
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Jesus as Sacrifice

• 2 Sam 1:13 David said to the young man who told him, “Where are 
you from?” And he answered, “I am the son of an alien, an 
Amalekite.” 14 Then David said to him, “How is it you were not 
afraid to stretch out your hand to destroy 
the LORD’S anointed?” 15 And David called one of the young 
men and said, “Go, cut him down.” So he struck him and he 
died. 16 David said to him, “Your blood is on your head, for your 
mouth has testified against you, saying, ‘I have killed 
the LORD’S anointed.’”



Jesus and Covenant

• Matt 26:26 While they were eating, Jesus took some bread, 
and after a blessing, He broke it and gave it to the disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 27 And when He had taken 
a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 
it, all of you; 28 for this is My blood of the covenant, which is 
poured out for many for forgiveness of sins. 29 But I say to you, I 
will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day 
when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.”



Jesus and Covenant

• Ex 24:3 Then Moses came and recounted to the people all the words of 
the LORD and all the ordinances; and all the people answered with 
one voice and said, “All the words which the LORD has spoken we 
will do!” 4 Moses wrote down all the words of the LORD. Then he 
arose early in the morning, and built an altar at the foot of the 
mountain with twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 He sent 
young men of the sons of Israel, and they offered burnt offerings and 
sacrificed young bulls as peace offerings to the LORD. 6 Moses took 
half of the blood and put it in basins, and the other half of the blood 
he sprinkled on the altar. 7 Then he took the book of the covenant 
and read it in the hearing of the people; and they said, “All that 
the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be 
obedient!” 8 So Moses took the blood and sprinkled it on the people, 
and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant, which 
the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.”



Jesus and Covenant

• Ex 24:9 Then Moses went up with Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and 
seventy of the elders of Israel, 10 and they saw the God of 
Israel; and under His feet there appeared to be a pavement of 
sapphire, as clear as the sky itself. 11 Yet He did not stretch out 
His hand against the nobles of the sons of Israel; and they saw 
God, and they ate and drank.



Jesus and Covenant

• Zec 9:9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your king is coming to you;
He is just and endowed with salvation,
Humble, and mounted on a donkey,
Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
And the horse from Jerusalem;
And the bow of war will be cut off.
And He will speak peace to the nations;
And His dominion will be from sea to sea,
And from the River to the ends of the earth.



Jesus and Covenant

• Zec 9:11 As for you also, because of the blood of My covenant with you,
I have set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

• The last Supper overlays both the Covenant banquet in Exodus and the 
Messianic promise of deliverance of Zechariah

• Jer 31:31 “Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make 
a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of 
Judah, 32 not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day 
I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, 
My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them,” 
declares the LORD. 33 “But this is the covenant which I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days,” declares the LORD, “I will put My law 
within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be My people. 34 They will not teach again, each man his 
neighbor and each man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they will 
all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,” declares 
the LORD, “for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no 
more.”



Jesus and Covenant

• Matt 26:26 While they were eating, Jesus took some bread, 
and after a blessing, He broke it and gave it to the disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 27 And when He had taken 
a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 
it, all of you; 28 for this is My blood of the covenant, which is 
poured out for many for forgiveness of sins. 29 But I say to 
you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that 
day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.”

• Matt 1:21 She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, 
for He will save His people from their sins.”



Jesus as God With Us

• Matt 1:23 “BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A

SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL,” which translated 
means, “GOD WITH US.”

• Is 7:10 Then the LORD spoke again to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign for 
yourself from the LORD your God; make it deep as Sheol or high 
as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, nor will I test 
the LORD!” 13 Then he said, “Listen now, O house of David! Is it too 
slight a thing for you to try the patience of men, that you will try the 
patience of my God as well? 14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give 
you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she 
will call His name Immanuel. 15 He will eat curds and honey at the 
time He knows enough to refuse evil and choose good. 16 For before 
the boy will know enough to refuse evil and choose good, the land 
whose two kings you dread will be forsaken.



Jesus as God with Us

• Is 7:4 …and say to him, ‘Take care and be calm, have no fear and do 
not be fainthearted because of these two stubs of 
smoldering firebrands, on account of the fierce anger of Rezin and 
Aram and the son of Remaliah.

• Is 7:17 The LORD will bring on you, on your people, and on your 
father’s house such days as have never come since the day 
that Ephraim separated from Judah, the king of Assyria.”… 23 And it 
will come about in that day, that every place where there used to be 
a thousand vines, valued at a thousand shekels of silver, will 
become briars and thorns.

• Is 8:7b … Even the king of Assyria and all his glory;
And it will rise up over all its channels and go over all its banks.
8 “Then it will sweep on into Judah, it will overflow and pass through,
It will reach even to the neck;
And the spread of its wings will fill the breadth of your land, 
O Immanuel.



Jesus as God with Us

• We have read this to mean Salvation has come in the person of Jesus

• By adding in the Isaiah reference, we can see that there is also 
judgement

• Mat 24 – Olivet discourse – impending destruction of Temple

• At time of Isaiah – Judah vulnerable to threat of foreign power

• At time of Jesus – Judah is still under a foreign power

• Those who trust Gods promise will see Jesus as salvation – those who 
reject him will suffer the consequences 

• When we read Matthew we see God with us – discern in what sense…



Jesus as God with Us

• Matt 12:1 At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the 
Sabbath, and His disciples became hungry and began to pick 
the heads of grain and eat. 2 But when the Pharisees saw this, 
they said to Him, “Look, Your disciples do what is not lawful to 
do on a Sabbath.” 3 But He said to them, “Have you not read 
what David did when he became hungry, he and his 
companions, 4 how he entered the house of God, and they ate 
the consecrated bread, which was not lawful for him to eat nor 
for those with him, but for the priests alone? 5 Or have you not 
read in the Law, that on the Sabbath the priests in the 
temple break the Sabbath and are innocent? 6 But I say to you 
that something greater than the temple is here.



Jesus as God with Us

• Num 28:10 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Command 
the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘You shall be careful to 
present My offering, My food for My offerings by fire, of a 
soothing aroma to Me, at their appointed time.’

• Num 28:9 ‘Then on the sabbath day two male lambs one year old 
without defect, and two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed 
with oil as a grain offering, and its drink offering: 10 This is the 
burnt offering of every sabbath in addition to the continual burnt 
offering and its drink offering.



Jesus as God with Us

• Matt 12:5 Or have you not read in the Law, that on the Sabbath the 
priests in the temple break the Sabbath and are innocent? 6 But 
I say to you that something greater than the temple is here.

• What is greater than the temple ?

• The one to whom the temple is dedicated



Jesus as God with Us

• Matt 18:19 “Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about 
anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them by My Father 
who is in heaven. 20 For where two or three have gathered together 
in My name, I am there in their midst.”

• One of the best-known expressions of this idea is found in Mishnah 
tractate Avot (3:2), which reads, “But two who are sitting together 
and there are words of Torah [spoken] between them, the Divine 
Presence [Shekhinah] rests with them.”

• Ex 20:24 You shall make an altar of earth for Me, and you shall sacrifice 
on it your burnt offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and 
your oxen; in every place where I cause My name to be 
remembered, I will come to you and bless you.



Jesus as God with Us

• Mat 18:15 “If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; 
if he listens to you, you have won your brother. 16 But if he does 
not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that BY THE

MOUTH OF TWO OR THREE WITNESSES EVERY FACT MAY BE

CONFIRMED. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; 
and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you 
as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I say to you, whatever 
you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven; and 
whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven. 
19 “Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about 
anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them by My 
Father who is in heaven. 20 For where two or three have 
gathered together in My name, I am there in their midst.”



Jesus as God with Us

• Deut 19:15 “A single witness shall not rise up against a man on account 
of any iniquity or any sin which he has committed; on the evidence of 
two or three witnesses a matter shall be confirmed. 16 If a malicious 
witness rises up against a man to accuse him of wrongdoing, 17 then 
both the men who have the dispute shall stand before the LORD, 
before the priests and the judges who will be in office in those 
days. 18 The judges shall investigate thoroughly, and if the witness is 
a false witness and he has accused his brother falsely, 19 then you 
shall do to him just as he had intended to do to his brother. Thus you 
shall purge the evil from among you. 20 The rest will hear and be 
afraid, and will never again do such an evil thing among 
you. 21 Thus you shall not show pity: life for life, eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.



Jesus as God with Us

• Matt 24:32 “Now learn the parable from the fig tree: when its 
branch has already become tender and puts forth its leaves, 
you know that summer is near; 33 so, you too, when you see all 
these things, recognize that He is near, right at the door. 34 Truly 
I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these 
things take place. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My 
words will not pass away.

• Is 40:7 The grass withers, the flower fades,
When the breath of the LORD blows upon it;
Surely the people are grass.
8 The grass withers, the flower fades,
But the word of our God stands forever.



Jesus as God with Us

• Matt 24:31 “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels 
with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne. 32 All the nations will 
be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as 
the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; 33 and He will put the 
sheep on His right, and the goats on the left.

• 34 “Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are 
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry, and you gave 
Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I 
was a stranger, and you invited Me in; 36 naked, and you clothed Me; I was 
sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.’ 37 Then the 
righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed 
You, or thirsty, and give You something to drink? 38 And when did we see 
You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You? 39 When did 
we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 40 The King will answer 
and say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of 
these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.’



Jesus as God with Us

• Prov 19:17 One who is gracious to a poor man lends to the LORD,
And He will repay him for his good deed.

• (DR)He that hath mercy on the 
poor, lendeth to the Lord: and he 
will repay him.



Jesus as God with Us

• Greater than the Temple

• Worthy of Worship

• His words are forever

• Gathered with Us

• Recipient of acts of Mercy



Jesus as God with Us

• Matt 1:23 “BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL

BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL,” which 
translated means, “GOD WITH US.”

• Matt 28:16 But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the 
mountain which Jesus had designated. 17 When they saw Him, 
they worshiped Him; but some were doubtful. 18 And Jesus 
came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been 
given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to 
observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with 
you always, even to the end of the age.”



Jesus as God with Us

• Gen 28: 10 Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. 11 He reached 
a certain place and spent the night there because the sun had set. 
He took one of the stones from the place, put it there at his head, 
and lay down in that place. 12 And he dreamed: A stairway was set 
on the ground with its top reaching heaven, and God’s angels were 
going up and down on it. 13 Yahweh was standing there beside 
him,saying, “I am Yahweh, the God of your father Abraham and the 
God of Isaac. I will give you and your offspring the land that you are 
now sleeping on. 14 Your offspring will be like the dust of the 
earth, and you will spread out toward the west, the east, the north, 
and the south. All the peoples on earth will be blessed through you 
and your offspring. 15 Look, I am with you and will watch over you 
wherever you go. I will bring you back to this land, for I will not leave 
you until I have done what I have promised you.”



Jesus as God with Us

• Jer 1:7 But the LORD said to me,
“Do not say, ‘I am a youth,’
Because everywhere I send you, you shall go,
And all that I command you, you shall speak.
8 “Do not be afraid of them,
For I am with you to deliver you,” declares the LORD.

• Hag 1:13 Then Haggai, the messenger of the LORD, spoke by the 
commission of the LORD to the people saying, “‘I am with you,’ 
declares the LORD.”


