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Matthew



OT usage by Matthew

• Mark was subtle, giving us only words or phrases to go by

• We will see Matthew has billboards with neon lights to point back 

• 10 times we read in Matthew some version of:
This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, 
saying…. (1:22-23  2:15  2:17-18  2:23  4:14-16  8:17  12:17-21  13:35  
21:4-5)

• Notice how many are front loaded, Matthew is setting us up to see 
that Jesus is the fulfillment of the OT

• This grounds the identity of Jesus firmly in Israel's authoritative texts



Jesus as Israel

• Mat 1:1 The record ( Greek = book - biblos)of the genealogy ( Greek = 
genesis) of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham:

• Matthew begins by showing a continuity of Israel’s story
• Royal line of David
• Covenant blessing of Abraham

• Also ties back to the beginning
• Gen2:4 This is the account (LXX Greek genesis) of the heavens and the earth 

when they were created, in the day that the LORD God made earth and 
heaven.

• Gen 5:1 This is the book of the generations (LXX Greek = genesis) of Adam. In the 
day when God created man, He made him in the likeness of God.



Jesus as Israel

• Matt 1:17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen 
generations; from David to the deportation to Babylon, fourteen 
generations; and from the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah, 
fourteen generations.

• The plot of the Israel story
Founding covenant to ascending of monarchy of David
Decline into Exile
Period of Obscurity waiting for the Messiah



Jesus as Israel

• Matt1:21 She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, 
for He will save His people from their sins.”

• When you look at the list in the genealogy you see the corporate 
decline of Israel into exile.

• Jesus is not coming (just) for individual sins of breaking the legal code 
– but the national sins of injustice and idolatry that led to exile

• Genealogy includes 4 women
• All 4 were non-Israelites perhaps to indicate the restoration of Gentiles under 

the Abrahamic covenant that all nations will be blessed 

• Matt 24:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations



Jesus as Israel

• Matt 2:13 Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up! Take the Child and 
His mother and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for 
Herod is going to search for the Child to destroy Him.” 14 So Joseph 
got up and took the Child and His mother while it was still night, and 
left for Egypt. 15 He remained there until the death of Herod. This 
was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
“OUT OF EGYPT I CALLED MY SON.”

• Hos 11:1 When Israel was a youth I loved him,
And out of Egypt I called My son.



Jesus as Israel

• Ex 4:21 The LORD said to Moses, “When you go back to Egypt see that you 
perform before Pharaoh all the wonders which I have put in your power; 
but I will harden his heart so that he will not let the people go. 22 Then you 
shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the LORD, “Israel is My son, My 
firstborn. 23 So I said to you, ‘Let My son go that he may serve Me’; but you 
have refused to let him go. Behold, I will kill your son, your firstborn.”’”

• The Hosea passage is not a predictive passage as it looks backward, but 
Matthew uses it in a figural manner – to tie the story of Jesus to Israel

• Sometimes Matthew is using fulfilled to mean complete – not necessarily 
to finish a direct prophesy.



Jesus as Israel

• Matt 2:13 Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up! Take the Child and His mother and 
flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is going to search 
for the Child to destroy Him.” 14 So Joseph got up and took the Child and 
His mother while it was still night, and left for Egypt. 15 He remained there 
until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet: “OUT OF EGYPT I CALLED MY SON.”

• Hos 11:1 When Israel was a youth I loved him,
And out of Egypt I called My son.

• Hos 11:9 I will not execute My fierce anger;
I will not destroy Ephraim again.
For I am God and not man, the Holy One in your midst,
And I will not come in wrath.



Jesus as Israel

• 16 Then when Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he 
became very enraged, and sent and slew all the male children who 
were in Bethlehem and all its vicinity, from two years old and under, 
according to the time which he had determined from the 
magi. 17 Then what had been spoken through Jeremiah the prophet 
was fulfilled:

• 18 “A VOICE WAS HEARD IN RAMAH,
WEEPING AND GREAT MOURNING,
RACHEL WEEPING FOR HER CHILDREN;
AND SHE REFUSED TO BE COMFORTED,
BECAUSE THEY WERE NO MORE.”



Jesus as Israel

• Jer 31:1 “At that time,” declares the LORD, “I will be the God of all the families 
of Israel, and they shall be My people.”

• Jer 31:15 Thus says the LORD,
“A voice is heard in Ramah,
Lamentation and bitter weeping.
Rachel is weeping for her children;
She refuses to be comforted for her children,
Because they are no more.”

• Jer 40:1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD after Nebuzaradan
captain of the bodyguard had released him from Ramah, when he had 
taken him bound in chains among all the exiles of Jerusalem and Judah 
who were being exiled to Babylon.



Jesus as Israel

• Jer 31:1 “At that time,” declares the LORD, “I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall 
be My people.”

• Jer 31:15 Thus says the LORD,
“A voice is heard in Ramah,
Lamentation and bitter weeping.
Rachel is weeping for her children;
She refuses to be comforted for her children,
Because they are no more.”

• Jer 31:31 “Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and with the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant which I made with their 
fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant 
which they broke, although I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD. 33 “But this is the 
covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days,” declares the LORD, “I will put 
My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My 
people. 34 They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 
‘Know the LORD,’ for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,” 
declares the LORD, “for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”



Jesus as Israel

• Matt 2:14 So Joseph got up and took the Child and His mother while it 
was still night, and left for Egypt. 15 He remained there until the death 
of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet: “OUT OF EGYPT I CALLED MY SON.”

• Ex 2:23 Now it came about in the course of those many days that the 
king of Egypt died



Jesus as Israel
• Matt 2:19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord *appeared in a 

dream to Joseph in Egypt, and said, 20 “Get up, take the Child and His 
mother, and go into the land of Israel; for those who sought the Child’s life 
are dead.”

• Ex 4:19 Now the LORD said to Moses in Midian, “Go back to Egypt, for all the 
men who were seeking your life are dead.”

• Matt 2:16 Then when Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he 
became very enraged, and sent and slew all the male children who were in 
Bethlehem and all its vicinity, from two years old and under, according to 
the time which he had determined from the magi.

• Ex 1:15 Then the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, one of 
whom was named Shiphrah and the other was named Puah; 16 and he said, 
“When you are helping the Hebrew women to give birth and 
see them upon the birthstool, if it is a son, then you shall put him to death;



Matthew and Mark

• 3 Now in those days John the Baptist 
*came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 
saying, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven s 
at hand.” 3 For this is the one referred to by 
Isaiah the prophet when he said,

• “THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS,
‘MAKE READY THE WAY OF THE LORD,
MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT!’”

• 4 Now John himself had a garment of camel’s 
hair and a leather belt around his waist; and 
his food was locusts and wild honey.

• 5 Then Jerusalem was going out to him, and 
all Judea and all the district around the 
Jordan; 6 and they were being baptized by 
him in the Jordan River, as they confessed 
their sins.

• 1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God.

• 2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet:

• “BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER AHEAD OF YOU,
WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY;
3 THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS,
‘MAKE READY THE WAY OF THE LORD,
MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT.’”

• 4 John the Baptist appeared in the 
wilderness preaching a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the 
country of Judea was going out to him, and all 
the people of Jerusalem; and they were being 
baptized by him in the Jordan River, 
confessing their sins. 6 John was clothed with 
camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around 
his waist, and [c]his diet was locusts and wild 
honey

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+1&version=NASB1995#fen-NASB1995-24222c


Matthew and Mark

• Matt 3:13 Then Jesus arrived from Galilee 
at the Jordan coming to John, to be 
baptized by him. 14 But John tried to 
prevent Him, saying, “I have need to 
be baptized by You, and do You come 
to me?” 15 But Jesus answering said to 
him, “Permit it at this time; for in this 
way it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he permitted 
Him. 16 After being baptized, Jesus 
came up immediately from the water; 
and behold, the heavens were 
opened, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending as a dove and lighting on 
Him, 17 and behold, a voice out of the 
heavens said, “This is My beloved 
Son, in whom I am well-pleased.”

• Mk 1:9 In those days Jesus came from 
Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized 
by John in the Jordan. 10 Immediately 
coming up out of the water, He saw 
the heavens opening ( literally – torn 
open ), and the Spirit like a dove 
descending upon Him; 11 and a voice 
came out of the heavens: “You are My 
beloved Son, in You I am well-
pleased.”



Jesus as …

• Matt 4:1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. 2 And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became 
hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, command 
that these stones become bread.” 4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘MAN SHALL
NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD.’”
5 Then the devil took Him into the holy city and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the 
temple, 6 and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is 
written, ‘HE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS CONCERNING YOU’; and ‘ON their HANDS THEY WILL BEAR
YOU UP, SO THAT YOU WILL NOT STRIKE YOUR FOOT AGAINST A STONE.’” 7 Jesus said to him, “On the 
other hand, it is written, ‘YOU SHALL NOT PUT THE LORD YOUR GOD TO THE TEST.’” 8 Again, the 
devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world 
and their glory; 9 and he said to Him, “All these things I will give You, if You fall down 
and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Go, Satan! For it is written, ‘YOU SHALL
WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND SERVE HIM ONLY.’” 11 Then the devil left Him; and 
behold, angels came and began to minister to Him.



Jesus as Moses

• Matt 4:2 And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights

• Deut 9:25 “So I fell down before the LORD the forty days and nights, which 
I did because the LORD had said He would destroy you. 26 I prayed to 
the LORD and said, ‘O Lord GOD, do not destroy Your people, even Your 
inheritance, whom You have redeemed through Your greatness, 
whom You have brought out of Egypt with a mighty 
hand. 27 Remember Your servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; do not 
look at the stubbornness of this people or at their wickedness or their 
sin.



Jesus as Moses

• Matt 4:2 And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights

• Ex 34:27 (CJB)  ADONAI said to Moshe (Moses), “Write these words down, because they are the terms 
of the covenant I have made with you and with Isra’el.” 28 Moshe (Moses) was there 
with ADONAI forty days and forty nights, during which time he neither ate food nor drank 
water. [ADONAI] wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten Words.  [parallel account 
in Duet 9:9]

• Duet 18:15 “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from 
your countrymen, you shall listen to him. 16 This is according to all that you asked of the LORD your 
God in Horeb on the day of the assembly, saying, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my 
God, let me not see this great fire anymore, or I will die.’ 17 The LORD said to me, ‘They 
have spoken well. 18 I will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I will put 
My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him.

• Deut 32:9 Now Joshua the son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his 
hands on him; and the sons of Israel listened to him and did as the LORD had commanded 
Moses. 10 Since that time no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to 
face,



Jesus as …

• Matt 4:1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. 2 And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became 
hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, command 
that these stones become bread.” 4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘MAN SHALL
NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD.’”
5 Then the devil took Him into the holy city and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the 
temple, 6 and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is 
written, ‘HE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS CONCERNING YOU’; and ‘ON their HANDS THEY WILL BEAR
YOU UP, SO THAT YOU WILL NOT STRIKE YOUR FOOT AGAINST A STONE.’” 7 Jesus said to him, “On the 
other hand, it is written, ‘YOU SHALL NOT PUT THE LORD YOUR GOD TO THE TEST.’” 8 Again, the 
devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world 
and their glory; 9 and he said to Him, “All these things I will give You, if You fall down 
and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Go, Satan! For it is written, ‘YOU SHALL
WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND SERVE HIM ONLY.’” 11 Then the devil left Him; and 
behold, angels came and began to minister to Him.



Jesus as Israel

• The tests:
• 40 days could correspond to the 40 years of wonderings of Israel and the 

tests they encountered, they emerged as stiff-necked, Jesus as obedient
• “It is written, ‘MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT

PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD.’”
• Deut 8:1 “All the commandments that I am commanding you today you shall 

be careful to do, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the 
land which the LORD swore to give to your forefathers. 2 You shall remember 
all the way which the LORD your God has led you in the wilderness these 
forty years, that He might humble you, testing you, to know what was in 
your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not. 3 He 
humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did 
not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand 
that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that 
proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD.



Jesus as Israel

• ‘YOU SHALL NOT PUT THE LORD YOUR GOD TO THE TEST

• Duet 6:16 “You shall not put the LORD your God to the test, as you 
tested Him at Massah. 17 You should diligently keep the 
commandments of the LORD your God, and His testimonies and His 
statutes which He has commanded you. 18 You shall do what is right 
and good in the sight of the LORD, that it may be well with you and 
that you may go in and possess the good land which the LORD swore 
to give your fathers, 19 by driving out all your enemies from before 
you, as the LORD has spoken.

• What/Where is Massah???



Jesus as Israel

• Ex 17:1 Then all the congregation of the sons of Israel journeyed by stages from the 
wilderness of Sin, according to the command of the LORD, and camped 
at Rephidim, and there was no water for the people to drink. 2 Therefore the 
people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water that we may drink.” And 
Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test 
the LORD?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water; and they grumbled against 
Moses and said, “Why, now, have you brought us up from Egypt, to kill us and our 
children and our livestock with thirst?” 4 So Moses cried out to the LORD, saying, 
“What shall I do to this people? A little more and they will stone me.” 5 Then 
the LORD said to Moses, “Pass before the people and take with you some of the 
elders of Israel; and take in your hand your staff with which you struck the Nile, 
and go. 6 Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb; and you shall 
strike the rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may drink.” And 
Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He named the place Massah
and Meribah because of the quarrel of the sons of Israel, and because they tested 
the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us, or not?”



Jesus as Israel

• Ps 95:6 Come, let us worship and bow down,
Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker.
7 For He is our God,
And we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.

• Today, if you would hear His voice
8 Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah,
As in the day of Massah in the wilderness,
9 “When your fathers tested Me,
They tried Me, though they had seen My work.
10 “For forty years I loathed that generation,
And said they are a people who err in their heart,
And they do not know My ways.
11 “Therefore I swore in My anger,
Truly they shall not enter into My rest.”



Jesus as Israel

• ‘YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND SERVE HIM ONLY.’”

• Deut 6:10 “Then it shall come about when the LORD your God brings you into 
the land which He swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give 
you, great and splendid cities which you did not build, 11 and houses full of 
all good things which you did not fill, and hewn cisterns which you did not 
dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not plant, and you eat and are 
satisfied, 12 then watch yourself, that you do not forget the LORD who 
brought you from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 13 You 
shall fear only the LORD your God; and you shall worship Him and swear by 
His name.14 You shall not follow other gods, any of the gods of the peoples 
who surround you, 15 for the LORD your God in the midst of you is a jealous 
God; otherwise the anger of the LORD your God will be kindled against you, 
and He will wipe you off the face of the earth.



Jesus as Israel

• Deut 8:1  - Deut 6:16 - Deut 6:10
Jesus is moving back through Deut.

• Deut 6:4 “Hear ( Shema), O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is 
one! 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your might. 6 These words, which I am 
commanding you today, shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them 
diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and 
when you rise up. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and 
they shall be as frontals on your forehead. 9 You shall write them on 
the doorposts of your house and on your gates.



Matthew and Fulfilled

• Matt 1: 22 Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet:

• Matt 2:15 He remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what 
had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “OUT OF EGYPT I 
CALLED MY SON.”

• Matt 2:17 Then what had been spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was 
fulfilled:

• Matt 2:23 and came and lived in a city called Nazareth. This was to fulfill what 
was spoken through the prophets: “He shall be called a Nazarene.”

• Matt 4:14 This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet:
• Matt 8:17 This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: “HE

HIMSELF TOOK OUR INFIRMITIES AND CARRIED AWAY OUR DISEASES.



Matthew and Fulfilled

• Are these predictive prophesies?

• We do know that some prophesies are known to be Messianic

• Matt 2:1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the 
king, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, 2 “Where is He who has 
been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east and have come to 
worship Him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him. 4 Gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They said to 
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what has been written by the prophet:

• 6 ‘AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH,
ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS OF JUDAH;
FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH A RULER
WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.’”  (Micah 5:2)



Matthew and Fulfillment

• Hos 11:1 When Israel was a youth I loved him,
And out of Egypt I called My son.

• Hosea is not prophesying about the Messiah

• Matthew uses this text to link Jesus to the story of Israel and add 
meaning to the original event as it applies to the narrative of Jesus



Matthew and Fulfilled
• Matthew quotes from LXX, MT and neither ( another source)

• Must it be predictive ?

• Can mean bring to completion or to act in a perfect typological comparison 
– give the text a new meaning

• “The purpose of these quotations and their parallels are not to show Jesus 
as the realization of predictions made by the prophets, but to show that 
the story of Jesus is consonant and coherent with the story of the OT as a 
whole”1

• Mat 5:17 “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did 
not come to abolish but to fulfill.
• I did not come to improperly interpret and live out Torah
• But I came to properly interpret and live out Torah, complete Torah

• 1 McKinney, Potter Cain, "To Fulfill What is Written: Reconsidering the Fulfillment-Formula Quotations of the 
Gospel of Matthew" (2021).



Matthew and Torah

• Torah = Direction/Advice   we incorrectly view it as only meaning Law

• 17 “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did 
not come to abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I say to you, until heaven 
and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from 
the Law (Torah) until all is accomplished. 19 Whoever then annuls one 
of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the 
same, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but 
whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven.20 “For I say to you that unless your righteousness 
surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the 
kingdom of heaven.



Matthew and Torah
• Matt 5:21 “You have heard that the ancients were told, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT

MURDER’ and ‘Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.’ 22 But I 
say to you …

• Matt 5:27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT
ADULTERY’; 28 but I say to you…

• Matt 5:31 “It was said, ‘WHOEVER SENDS HIS WIFE AWAY, LET HIM GIVE HER A
CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE’; 32 but I say to you …

• Matt 5:33 “Again, you have heard that the ancients were told, ‘YOU SHALL
NOT MAKE FALSE VOWS, BUT SHALL FULFILL YOUR VOWS TO THE LORD.’ 34 But I say to 
you…

• Matt 5:38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘AN EYE FOR AN EYE, AND A TOOTH FOR A
TOOTH.’ 39 But I say to you…



Matthew and Torah

• Matt 22:36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And He 
said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the great and foremost 
commandment. 39 The second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments depend the whole Law (Torah) 
and the Prophets.”

• Deut 6:4 “Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! 5 You shall love 
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your might.

• Lev 19:17 ‘You shall not hate your fellow countryman in your heart; you may 
surely reprove your neighbor, but shall not incur sin because of him. 18 You 
shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your 
people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD.



Matthew and Torah



Matthew and Mercy

• Matt 18:21 Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall my 
brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus said 
to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times 
seven.

• Gen 4:23 Lamech said to his wives,
“Adah and Zillah,
Listen to my voice,
You wives of Lamech,
Give heed to my speech,
For I have killed a man for wounding me;
And a boy for striking me;
24 If Cain is avenged sevenfold,
Then Lamech seventy-sevenfold.”



Matthew and Mercy

• Matt 9:10 Then it happened that as Jesus was reclining at the table in the 
house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were dining 
with Jesus and His disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they said 
to His disciples, “Why is your Teacher eating with the tax collectors 
and sinners?” 12 But when Jesus heard this, He said, “It is not those 
who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are sick. 13 But 
go and learn what this means: ‘I DESIRE COMPASSION, AND NOT SACRIFICE,’ 
for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”



Matthew and Mercy

• Matt 12:1 At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath, and 
His disciples became hungry and began to pick the heads of grain and 
eat. 2 But when the Pharisees saw this, they said to Him, “Look, Your 
disciples do what is not lawful to do on a Sabbath.” 3 But He said to 
them, “Have you not read what David did when he became hungry, he and 
his companions, 4 how he entered the house of God, and they ate 
the consecrated bread, which was not lawful for him to eat nor for those 
with him, but for the priests alone? 5 Or have you not read in the Law, that 
on the Sabbath the priests in the temple break the Sabbath and are 
innocent? 6 But I say to you that something greater than the temple is 
here. 7 But if you had known what this means, ‘I DESIRE COMPASSION, AND NOT
A SACRIFICE,’ you would not have condemned the innocent.



Matthew and Mercy

• Hos 6:6 For I delight in loyalty rather than sacrifice,
And in the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.

• (CJB) For what I desire is mercy, not sacrifices,
knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.

• Hos 6:1 “Come, let us return to the LORD.
For He has torn us, but He will heal us;
He has wounded us, but He will bandage us.

• How was Israel to respond to God’s rebuke, with a plea to return to 
Him



Matthew and Mercy

• How are we to interpret Torah, what lens do we use
• Pharisees used the lens of strict obedience to certain laws – sacrifice

• Jesus commands Mercy to others is the lens to use

• “All the commandments are to be interpreted in such a way as to 
engender and promote the practice of mercy among Gods people”2

2 Richard Hayes, “Echos of Scripture in the Gospels


