
Our Scripture is Jewish
So what does that Mean



Goals of Class

• Explore the various means of interpreting Scripture

• Allow us to use different tools to understand what Scripture is 
requiring of us



Our Journey

• Started with how we lost our Jewish roots of Scripture

• Old Testament is called TaNaK or Hebrew Scripture
• Different order than our version

• Torah, Prophets, Other Writings

• Two seminal events in Old Testament
• Abraham

• Exodus



Culture in Scripture

• We are predominantly a Greek thinking western culture

• We are predominantly an individualistic culture

• We are predominantly a guilt/innocence culture

• Scripture is a Hebrew, Eastern thinking culture

• Scripture was written in a predominantly collectivist culture

• Scripture was written in a predominantly honor/shame culture



Culture in NT

• Patronage system was a major cultural influence during the NT
• Patron – person with resources

• Client – person who needed resources

• Broker – go between who could represent both

• Grace – the favor given, and the gratitude returned

• Faith – the loyalty of the client to the Patron

• Benefactor – public favors



Biblical Literary Style

• Block Logic – writing in functional rather than chronological style

• Chiastic – ABCXA’B’C’ where the middle is the main point

• Parallelism – two ways to express similar or contrasting thoughts

• Not … But…  can express exclusion or matter of importance



Important Principles

• Value of Kinship
• Family takes care of each other

• Church is the bride of Christ

• Church is commonly called a family

• Obligations to care for one another ( always notice the one another passages)

• Purity markers
• Jewish concepts of Purity is what separated them from other nations

• Clean versus Unclean

• Common versus Holy

• Markers of time, people, space,  diet



Add it all Up

• The hope was it gives us more tools on how to read scripture

• To add color or depth to our interaction with scripture

• Add a new perspective to our reading



Hermeneutics

• the branch of knowledge that deals with interpretation, especially of 
the Bible or literary texts.

• a method or theory of interpretation.

• Our concern is then – how do we interpret the Bible

• Axiom – The Bible is written for us, but not to us

• We also know the Bible is God’s revealed word and has application for 
our lives



PaRDeS

• Hebrew method of interpretation

• P’shat – simple meaning of the text

• Remez – hint; another (implied) meaning is alluded to in the text, 
usually revealing a deeper meaning

• D’rash - This is a teaching or exposition or application of the P'shat
and/or Remez. (In some cases this could be considered comparable to 
a "sermon.") where the term Midrash originates

• Sud – hidden. Secret or mystic meaning



P’shat - simple
• The understanding of scripture in its natural, normal sense using the customary 

meanings of the word’s being used, literary style, historical and cultural setting, 
and context.

1.When an inanimate object is used to describe a living being, the statement is 
figurative. Example: Isaiah 5:7 - For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house 
of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleasant plant; and he looked for judgment, 
but behold oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry.

2.When life and action are attributed to an inanimate object the statement is 
figurative. Example: Zechariah 5:1-3 - Then I turned, and lifted up my eyes, and 
looked, and behold a flying scroll. And he said to me, What do you see? And I 
answered, I see a flying scroll; its length is twenty cubits, and its width ten 
cubits. And he said to me, This is the curse that goes out over the face of the 
whole earth; for everyone who steals shall be cut off henceforth, according to it; 
and everyone who swears falsely shall be cut off henceforth, according to it.

3.When an expression is out of character with the thing described, the 
statement is figurative. Example: Psalm 17:8 - Keep me as the apple of the eye, 
hide me under the shadow of your wings ...



P’shat

• Gen 3:6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it 
was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she 
took of its fruit and ate

• Hos 11:1 "When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called 
My son.—



Remez - hint

• With Remez, the Scriptures may “hint” at a deeper meaning without 
stating so explicitly.

• Gen 3:21 Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, 
and clothed them
• Scripture hints that an animal was slain to provide the tunic, God did not just 

create skin tunics from nothing.

• We refer to this as necessary inference



Comparing the Two

• I Tim 3:14-17  But you must continue in the things which you have learned 
and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 
and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which 
are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus. All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 
that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every 
good work

• P’shat – all scripture = TaNaK ( Old Testament)

• Remez – all scripture = Old and New Testament



D’rash - teaching

• There are three rules to consider when utilizing the d'rash
interpretation of a text:

1.A drash understanding can not be used to strip a passage of its p'shat
meaning, nor may any such understanding contradict the 
p'shat meaning of any other scripture passage. As the Talmud 
states, "No passage loses its p'shat."

2.Let scripture interpret scripture. Look for the scriptures themselves to 
define the components of an allegory.

3.The primary components of an allegory represent specific realities. We 
should limit ourselves to these primary components when 
understanding the text.



D’rash

• In this method of interpretation, the text is given an allegorical, typological 
or homiletic meaning, which is not readily apparent from the pashat
reading. This is done by noting similarities between the themes associated 
with the Scripture under consideration and the typological, allegorical or 
homiletic application.

• Mat 2:13-15 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, "Arise, take the young Child and His 
mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will 
seek the young Child to destroy Him." When he arose, he took the young 
Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt, and was there until 
the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet, saying, "Out of Egypt I called My Son."



Sud - hidden

• This level usually requires knowledge of Hebrew and an 
understanding of the gematria (numbers of the letters) of words. This 
is the most mysterious/secret level of interpretation



Our Hermeneutics

• Look mostly ( “only” )  to Acts and Epistles for guidance on “church”

• Command, Example, Necessary Inference (CENI) as regulatory 
principles or “Blueprint” hermeneutic 
• First postulated by Puritan Edward Dering (1540-1576)

• He insisted that conclusions based on Scripture and drawn from "proportion, 
or deduction, by consequence, ... is as well the Word of God as that which is 
an express commandment or example."

• Is silence permissive or  restrictive
• Built upon the principle of Zwingli of Switzerland during the Reformation as a 

regulative principle



Our History

• We are heavily influenced by Alexander and Thomas Campbell

• Alexander admits his dependance on Francis Bacon

• Time of Scottish Common Sense Realism 
• Focus on the senses

• Argued that there is common sense in individuals



Francis Bacon

• Lived 1561-1626

• Introduced the “scientific method”

• Based on observation of facts, inductive scientific method

• Facts are things said and things done



Thomas and Alexander Campbell

• Uncover the facts will come to unity, actually uniformity

• Thomas - Saw need for command and example but not necessary 
inference

• Alexander Campbell saw the Bible as a book of facts, because in it are 
things said and things done 



C Leonard Allen – Church History March 1986 pg 70, quoting Alexander Campbell  from Millenial
Harbinger 1830 and 1835



Two Issues

• Scientific method is good for Science,  not for Scripture
• Gravity same in all ages in all places, ok to study facts

• Science independent of culture and language

• Bible is dependent on culture and language

• Everything comes down to an inference, even commands
• Greet one another with a holy kiss ( Romans,1 and 2 Corinthians, 

Thessalonians, Peter)



Church became the focus

• Sound churches

• Autonomous churches

• Forgets one body and one church

• Pattern found in Epistles  - based on what we see in Leviticus

• Looking for a “blueprint” for the pattern of the church

• The Epistles are not written like Leviticus – or to put it another way –
Leviticus was not written like the Epistles



Theological Hermeneutic

• Look at the whole of Scripture and the life of Christ 

• Christ is the pattern

• Jesus' plea was to be like him



Application

• Step 1 Affirmation of the text ( Exegesis)
• What did the text model or call them to do
• Why did the text, in their setting, call for this behavior

• Step 2 Substance of the Text ( Theological Hermeneutics)
• God’s Values -What theological principles are here in the text
• God’s Story – How are those principles reflected in the narrative
• God’s Identity- How do those principles embody God’s own identity
• God’s Messiah- How are those principles seen in the life of Christ

• Step 3 Application ( Homiletics or Ministry Direction)
• How do those principles , in our setting, relate to us
• What do those principles call us to do

John Mark Hicks – Searching for the Pattern



Application

• Heb 10:25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as 
the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much 
the more, as you see the day approaching.

• Used as a command to require attendance at all church 
functions

• What if we use the whole of Scripture and  life of Christ as the 
pattern
• God called holy assemblies ( Deut 9:10  uses the term for church)

• Jesus had the habit of attending synagogue

• Jesus had the habit of attending the solemn assemblies ( festivals)

• I attend in order to follow the pattern set by Scripture and the life of 
Jesus



Summary

• We still still struggle with the issues and interpretation

• Jews still struggle with Sabbath….. And it's been 2,000 years….

• We come with a fresh perspective and appreciation to Scripture 

• Some parts are hard – but the bottom line is still and always will be:



Summary
• Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and love 

your neighbor as yourself

• Do justice, love mercy, walk humbly with God

• Do to others what you wish them to do to you

• Do not neglect the weightier matters of  the law: justice and mercy 
and faith

• Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful

• Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us


